FOREWORD: PARTNERING IN PRACTICE…

Welcome to Partnering in Practice: Preventing Social Polarizations. We very much value your
presence here and appreciate the long distances that many of you have travelled to join us. The
next four days will afford you a unique opportunity to hear ideas and opinions that may be new to
you, that may even challenge you, and perhaps that is the real value of the conference.
We have gathered here, in our provincial capital, a highly varied and eclectic mix of participants:
youth and young adults; academics and analysts; practitioners and police; community leaders and
policy makers; the organizers at the Canadian Practitioners' Network for the Prevention of
Radicalization and Extremist Violence (CPN-PREV); the Students’ Commission of Canada (SCC); the
Canadian Network for the Study of Terrorism, Security and Society (TSAS); and the Organization
for the Prevention of Violence (OPV).
All of us have a stake in issues related to social polarization and violent extremism, and now,
more than ever, we need to harness our collective wisdom and hear ideas that come from outside
of our professional and personal day-to-day lives. Young people, in particular, understand how
polarization, exploitation and victimization occurs – in their schools, among their peers and in the
online space. It is critical that their perspectives and ideas on prevention are heard and acted
upon by those who have the power to act. We hope that some of the knowledge and ideas to which
you are exposed will enrich and empower you as students, leaders, practitioners, academics and
more importantly as citizens.
If our collective goal is to build a more cohesive society and prevent violent extremism from
occurring, we need a whole society approach and multiple stakeholders to engage in studying,
understanding and addressing it. We have become accustomed, perhaps numb, to the divisive
rhetoric, growing social polarizations and ensuing hate-based violence to which we are exposed
on a daily basis. The echo chambers we experience online obstruct and conceal contending views
and critical thought.
In today’s globalized world, there are increasing divisive forces but so there are increasing
voices for cohesiveness and mutual understanding. Preventing violent extremism in our homes,
neighbourhoods and communities means harnessing our efforts in sustained partnerships.
It is with these hopes, and in this spirit, that we have invited you to join us in the first event of its
kind in Western Canada. Your generosity, your investment of time and effort, is greatly
appreciated. We hope you find the next four days gratifying and offer you, in our cold climate, the
warmest of prairie welcomes.

Ghayda Hassan, PhD
Director and Founder, CPN-PREV
Co-chair, UNESCO-PREV
Professor of Clinical Psychology, UQÀM

John McCoy, PhD
Executive Director, Organization for the
Prevention of Violence
Adjunct Professor, Political Science,
University of Alberta

THE CONFERENCE IS HOSTED BY THE FOLLOWING ORGANIZATIONS

The Organization for the Prevention of Violence (OPV) is a
community and expert-led non-government organization. They are
engaged in research and prevention-based activities that aim to
mitigate violent extremism. In pursuit of this goal, they work
closely with communities, human service providers, and all levels
of government.

The Canadian Practitioners Network for the Prevention of
Radicalization and Extremist Violence (CPN-PREV) supports
coordinated collaboration, capacity building and knowledge
transfer among key sectors and stakeholders through a
nationwide multidisciplinary and multisectoral approach in
preventing radicalization and extremist violence. Our goal is to
bring forward Canadian leadership and develop excellence in
countering violent radicalization by supporting best practices
and collaborations among intervention teams, through
sustained knowledge mobilization between the research,
practice, policy and community sectors.

On behalf of the Canadian Network for Terrorism, Security, and
Society (TSAS) I am pleased to welcome you to the Partnering in
Practice: Preventing Social Polarization conference. We are
excited to be able to participate in a conference that brings
together experts—scholars, practitioners, policy-makers, and
citizen—from so many different places and with so many different
experiences, and to work with young people on an issue so
fundamental to the strength of Canadian security and society.
We look forward to the new research, ideas, and collaborations
that will come out of the conference. We encourage you to
consider TSAS’s new Research Reports series as a venue for
publication for your research. – Veronica Kitchen, Active
Director

The Students Commission of Canada, lead of the Centre of
Excellence for Youth Engagement, is thrilled to support this
conference to meaningfully engage the voices of youth in a joint
movement of adults and youth to prevent social polarization and
violence. Our Four Pillars — Respect, Listen, Understand and
Communicate™ — are the values and process that guide our work.
Respect is granted, acknowledging strengths that each of us has
to give, which lets us listen deeply with all our senses; we then
move from listening to understanding, the basis for the first
action, which is effective communication. We look forward to
moving into action with all of you.

Organization team

The event coordinators/The magicians
Marie-Eve Gosselin, Knowledge Mobilization and Public Relations Coordinator, CPN-PREV
David Jones, Senior Researcher, Organization for the Prevention of Violence

The essentials/ The superheroines
Daniela Aranibar, Knowledge Mobilization Assistant, CPN-PREV
Elizabeth Ford, Project Manager, TSAS
Zoe Hastings, Intern, Organization for the Prevention of Violence
Teodora Vigu, Administrative assistant, CPN-PREV

The planning committee/ The idealists
Lorne Dawson, TSAS
Matt Drabenstott, Students Commission of Canada
Ghayda Hassan, CPN-PREV
Heather Lawford, Bishop University and Students Commission of Canada
Veronica Kitchen, TSAS
Sharif Mahdy, Students Commission of Canada
Stoney McCart, Students Commission of Canada
John McCoy, Organization for the Prevention of Violence
Maddy Ross, Students Commission of Canada
Émilie Verret, Bishop University and Students Commission of Canada

The Helpers/ The rescuers
Kwaku Agyemang, Students Commission of Canada
Jean Perrault, CPN-PREV
Dave Shanks, Students Commission of Canada
Reece Young, Students Commission of Canada

The “one and only” Evaluator
Florence Bergeron, Bishop University

PARTNERING IN PRACTICE : PREVENTING SOCIAL POLARIZATIONS
30 NOV | 3 DEC
2018
This conference will be comprised of two interrelated sections - the first section, Prevention in
Practice, will resemble a more traditional academic conference. The second section, Mind the
Gap! Youth and Practitioners Summit, will bring together practitioners from diverse sectors and
youth leaders to engage in an interactive two-day exercise to facilitate connections and
knowledge sharing between them. The activities are designed to create bridges by building trust
between practitioners and youth as well as reflect on how our realities influence our personal
trajectories by shaping our social identities.

PREVENT IN PRACTICE
National & International Approaches to P/CVE
30 NOV | 1 DEC
The first section of the conference will bring together leading scholars, practitioners and
policymakers engaged with violent extremism. The primary goal of this conference is exchanging
theoretical understandings from multiple disciplines and good practices related to the
prevention of violent extremism across different disciplinary and geographic contexts.
A unique feature of the conference will be its ability to combine perspectives from academia, law
enforcement, community groups and non-government agencies. Furthermore, the examination of
globalized and localized approaches to violent extremism, and other similar forms of crime and
risk prevention, will draw out good practices from different national contexts and areas of
policy. Recognizing the noted preference for multi-sectoral approaches to prevention of violent
extremism among policy makers, and the unique impacts of violent extremism in particular
localities – this approach will help to further scholarly and practitioner knowledge.

Day One
0830 – 0900
0900 – 1015
1015 – 1030
1030 – 1200

1200 – 1315
1315 – 1430

1430 –1445
1445 –1600

Coffee and Registration (ECHA L1-190)
Welcome & Dr. Cecile Rousseau’s Keynote Q&A
Coffee Break (ECHA L1-190)
Two Panels (Simultaneous)
Panel 1: Encouraging National & Transnational
Cooperation in CVE – The Role of Civil Society and NGOs
Panel 2: Understanding Radicalization and Mobilization –
The State of the Art
Lunch (ECHA 2-140)
Two Panels (Simultaneous)
Panel 3: What Other Disciplines Have to Say About CVE:
Crime Prevention and Public Health
Panel 4: Gendered Dynamics of Mobilization, Recruitment
and Prevention: A Comparative Approach
Coffee Break (ECHA 2-140)
Two Panels (Simultaneous)
Panel 5: Local Understandings of Violent Extremism in
Alberta and Canada
Panel 6: The Rise of the Right

Welcome & Dr. Cecile Rousseau’s Keynote
Room: ECHA L1-190

Dr. Rousseau will give a talk regarding the Quebec model of intervention (principles and
preliminary evaluation observations).

Cécile Rousseau is a research and clinical psychiatrist at the
Montreal Children's Hospital where she directs the Transcultural
Child Psychiatry Clinic. She further works as a clinician in shared
care with immigrant and refugee children in multi-ethnic
neighbourhoods in Montreal, while continuing research on models
of shared care in mental health, multi-ethnic school-based prevention
programs and the impact of migration policies. She received her
training in medicine and psychiatry at the University of Sherbrooke,
Université de Montréal, and McGill University. Her research areas
include trauma secondary to war and organized violence, mental
health of immigrants and refugees, shared care in youth mental
health, and migration policies and refugee and immigrant health.

Panel 1: Encouraging National & Transnational Cooperation in CVE – The Role of
Civil Society and NGOs
Room: ECHA 2-140
The panel will involve presentations on the role of transnational networks and civil society
organizations in preventing and countering violent crime and violent extremism. It features
speakers from organizations including the Canadian Practitioners’ Network, the Global Centre
for Cooperative Security, the Strong Cities Network and REACH Edmonton. The presenters will
speak to the unique and important role of civil society and NGOs in furthering prevention and
employing good practices related to CVE.
Chair: Brett Kubicek
-

Franziska Praxl
Michael Duffin
Jan Fox
Ghayda Hassan

Panel 2: Understanding Radicalization and Mobilization – The State of the Art
(Lister Centre – Prairie Room
Understandings of radicalization to violence have evolved considerably over the past 10 years.
Today, research in this area has moved on from its modest beginnings and focus on explaining
radicalization to violence as a linear and predictive process, to far more nuanced and evidencedriven analyses. Leading Canadian and international experts will outline innovative and
interdisciplinary approaches to conceptualizing and understanding the phenomenon of
radicalization to violence.
Chair: John McCoy
-

Lorne Dawson
Sandra Bucerius
Bart Schuurman
Bruce White

Panel 3: What Other Disciplines Have to Say About CVE: Crime Prevention and Public
Health
Room: ECHA 2-140
As international countering violent extremism programs continue to mature, practitioners and
analysts are increasingly looking to good practices in other disciplines and areas of crime
prevention. Public health professionals, social workers, psychologists and youth workers all
bring unique and potentially rewarding inputs on how CVE programs can adopt practices that
enhance their outcomes. As intervention-based CVE programming becomes increasingly popular
the contribution of these professionals is critical. Drawing on their unique skill sets, and
considerable experience, panelists will outline lessons learned and innovative approaches to
prevention in CVE.
Chair: Farzad Barwane
-

Alisa Miller
David Eisenman
Peter Smyth
Élise Bourgeois-Guérin
Étienne Duclos-Murphy

Panel 4: Gendered Dynamics of Mobilization, Recruitment and Prevention: A
Comparative Approach
Lister Centre – Prairie Room
Until recently, gender has primarily been treated as an afterthought in the study of violent
extremism and radicalization to violence. Critical questions related to gender dynamics have been
ignored; for example, how are gender norms and identities mobilized by violent extremists to
further recruitment and mobilization to violence. The panelists will look at how ideas and norms
of masculinity and femininity shape the role of men and women in groups and movements - as both
victims and active agents.
Chair: Veronica Kitchen
-

Joana Cook
Jessica Marin Davis
Tanya Nerozhna
W. Andy Knight

Panel 5: Local Understandings of Violent Extremism in Alberta and Canada
Room ECHA 2-140
An essential first step in the prevention of violent extremism is gaining a comprehensive
understanding of a multi-faceted problem. Alberta and Canada are impacted by global trends
related to violent extremism, but also experience unique patterns that are shaped by our history
and the social and political landscape of the province and the country. Government and nongovernment agencies, law enforcement and former intelligence officials all bring unique lenses
to the issue that shape and filter our understanding. The panelists will offer their perspectives
on violent extremism locally.
Chair: Veronica Kitchen
-

Phil Gurski
John McCoy
Brett Kubicek
Insp. Stacey Talbot

Panel 6: The Rise of the Right
Lister Centre – Prairie Room
As shown by recent trends and events “right wing extremism” (RWE) is of increasing concern in
Western states. The rise of populism and anti-immigrant discourse, together with an online space
that can be highly polarizing, have contributed to the growth of groups and movements
promoting Neo-Nazi, White Nationalist, and anti-government beliefs. These groups can foment
social polarization and generate threats to the safety of targeted minority communities and the
public. Researchers and analysts have found it difficult to conceptualize and capture the rapid
rise of RWE. The panelists will shed some light on the rise of the right, what attracts some to a
new a growing area of violent extremism and how practitioners can respond to these threats.
Chair: Brad Galloway
-

Ryan Scrivens
Yannick Veilleux-Lepage
Lauren Manning
Fabian Wichmann

Day Two
Welcome, Housekeeping and Dr. Schuurman’s Keynote
0845 – 0945
0945 – 1100

Two Panels (Simultaneous)
Panel 7: Global P/CVE: Insights from Selected Countries
Panel 8: Extremism: Social Media, Recruitment, Radicalization
and Counternarratives

1100 – 1115
1115 – 1230
1230 – 1330
1330 –1445
1445 –1500
1500 –1530
1530 –1545

Coffee Break (ECHA 2-190)
Session by Imam Navaid Aziz, Islamic Information Society of
Calgary (ECHA 2-490)
Lunch (ECHA 2-190)
Session on Engagement Best Practices
Coffee Break (ECHA 2-190)
Youth Reflection
Wrap up

Welcome, Housekeeping and Dr. Schuurman’s Keynote
ECHA 2-190
Dr. Shuurman will present an overview of the field of terrorism research, listing key obstacles
(e.g. limited focus on RWEX) as well as progress made, and tying that a critical discussion of what
‘radicalization’ is and how it can(not) help us.

Bart Schuurman is a Research Fellow at the International Centre for
Counter-Terrorism and has worked as a Researcher at Leiden
University’s Institute of Security and Global Affairs His past projects
include a study on potential “indicators” of terrorist intent and capability
conducted in cooperation with the Dutch National Police, and a yearlong
evaluation of a Dutch reintegration programme for (violent) extremists. His
PhD thesis focused on understanding involvement in terrorist groups by
studying primary-sources based data using structural, group and individual
level perspectives. Currently, Bart is engaged in a three year long European
Union-funded collaborative research project that focuses on gaining a
better understanding of lone actor terrorists’ pre-attack behaviour. In
addition, his research focuses on strategic negotiations between
governments and non-state actors, the influence of public support on the
course of terrorism-related conflicts, the military theoretician Carl von
Clausewitz and obstacles to Western success in so-called 'asymmetric
conflicts'.

Panel 7: Countering Violent Extremism – Insights from Australia, Kenya, the United
States and Tunisia
Room ECHA 2-150
Violent extremism and radicalization to violence are global phenomena that have impacted a
diverse array of countries and societies. In response preventing and countering violent extremism
programs have emerged in both the Global North and Global South. The panelists will provide
their insights into challenges within specific states and societies and focus on promising and
good practice in a variety of contexts.
Chair: Pierre Sane
-

Shandon Harris-Hogan
Bo-joe Brans
Michael Opondo
Caitlin Ambrozik

Panel 8: #Extremism: Social Media, Recruitment, Radicalization and
Counternarratives
Room ECHA 2-190
Extremist groups have made extensive use of the internet to disseminate propaganda, identify
recruits and engage in operational planning. This panel will discuss how these groups innovate
online, and provide an overview of government and non-government efforts to counter their
online proliferation.
Chair: Micah Clark & David Jones
-

Daveed Gartenstein-Ross
Amarnath Amarasingam
Benjamin Ducol
Jihan Rabah

Session by Imam Navaid Aziz, Islamic Information Society of Calgary
Room ECHA 2-190

Navaid Aziz is a Canadian Muslim public figure with a diverse academic
and social background. He is currently focused on the education and
integration of Muslim youth, with the hopes of eradicating
radicalization. He was raised in Montreal, Quebec where he completed a
diploma of Collegial Studies in commerce and Social Sciences from
Champlain College (2000) before heading to the Islamic University of
Madinah where he completed an Associates Degree in Arabic Language
and Literature (2003) and a Bachelors in Islamic Law (2008).
In 2012, Navaid moved to Calgary, Alberta to become the Director of
Religious and Social Services for the Islamic Information Society of
Calgary, a position he currently holds. He also began volunteering as a
chaplain at SAIT (2012-2015). In Calgary his youth counselling work
extended further to include helping in the mitigation of criminal
radicalization. This included the implementation of civic engagement
opportunities for Muslim youth. Among the programs started were
youth groups, volunteer programs at the local shelters, community
cleanups, and tree planting days. In 2015, Navaid became the first ever
Muslim chaplain with the Calgary Police Services.

Session on engagement by Heather Lawford & Émilie Verret
Room ECHA 2-190

Heather Lawford is an Associate Professor in the Psychology
Department at Bishop’s University, Program Director of the
Knowledge Mobilization Graduate Certificate at Bishop’s, as well as a
Canada Research Chair in Youth Development. Her research interests
include investigating whether and how young people develop
generativity, defined as concern for future generations as a legacy of
the self. She has been working collaboratively with the Students
Commission (Centre of Excellence for Youth Engagement) for almost
10 years, and now serves as co-Director of Research, along with her
colleague, Dr. Heather Ramey.

Emilie Verret is a fourth-year Psychology student at Bishop’s University.
She is a Data Analyst for the Student’s Commission and a research
assistant for Dr. Heather Lawford. Her interest ranges from youth
engagement to sexual education curriculum and reforms. She hopes to
move on to graduate school in the fall of 2019.

Youth reflection by the Social Identity Formation Project (SIF Group)
Room ECHA 2-190
The Social Identity Formation (SIF) project is a youth-led initiative centered around promoting
positive identity formation among Canadian youth. The SIF team is composed of youth from all over
Canada and is guided by the Students Commission of Canada. The SIF project seeks to prevent
maladaptive social identities that can lead to violent radicalization and relational abuses, and to
curb the negative impacts of social media. They have identified three objectives to meet this goal:
1) Establishing authentic means of expression, 2) building healthy relationships in ‘on/offline’
spaces, and 3) creating a sense of belonging among youth in on/offline spaces. In cultivating
these three goals. Since first convening at the 2018 Canada We Want Conference, the SIF team
has made individual strides in creating a positive social identity. SIF is looking for ways to bridge
the gap from knowledge to action. The SIF team eagerly looks forward to sharing their insights
and opening a conversation with practitioners to brainstorm how we might create communities
where youth can thrive, and where youth can develop positive identities.
Members

Isaac Grass

Lauren Handley

Borden, ON

Essa, ON
Future Career : Something
in the Social Services

‘’ Through SIF, I’ve learned
that standing up for what
you believe is the best way
to make a change. ‘’

Future career : Laywer

Linda Xia
Surrey, BC
Future career:
Technology Entrepreneur

Erica Taylor
Dawson City, Yukon
Territory
Future Career: Electrical
Trade

‘’ One of the many things I
learned at a SIF workshop
is that when online,
whether it was on social
media or gaming, that some
people have a sense of
belonging with certain
groups of people who they
never met. ‘’

‘’ Your identity is a choice it is what you choose to do
that defines you far more
than what other people
might think of you or who
you think you should be.
Choose to be authentic
because you can’t live your
life if you’re pretending to
be someone else. ‘’

‘’ The SIF project has given
me a great insight on the
challenges facing youth
today, and the steps we
can take to build healthier
relationships for positive
online/offline
interactions. ‘’

Ali Lamarche
Barrie, ON
Future career : Mental
Health and Addictions

‘’ Through SIF, I learned
that I cared way too much
what people thought
about me. Since the SIF
project, I’ve been removing
a lot of people from my
social media to help be
more authentic. ‘’

MIND THE GAP!
Youth and Practitioners Summit
2 DEC - Voices & Places | 3 DEC - Trust & Power
Youth are heavily targeted by all forms of extremism and hate speech. Many have profound and at
times life changing experiences of discrimination and exclusion and have, in this sense, a deep,
existential knowledge of the dynamics of hate and extremism. Opening up the dialogue between
youth and practitioners offers precious opportunities to:
1) think about common issues and explore ideas;
2) build capacities by improving personal and professional development (e.g., update
knowledge in the field, learn new techniques and new tools);
3) improve collaboration between existing partners within practice environments (e.g., break
down professional, geographical and organizational barrier; address the personal and
institutional resistance against change);
4) improve developments in the practice (e.g. implement new processes; develop projects in a
co-construction approach);

The last two days will focus on opening up the dialogue between youth and practitioners, in a way
that breaks systemic barriers and existing frameworks. This Summit aims to bridge the existing gaps
between youth and practitioners in the field. The conference program will open a safe space for
honest discussions where everyone is encouraged to use their voice, where trust is fostered and
where the diversity of expertise is key.

Day 3

0800 – 0930
0930 – 1015
1015 – 1035
1035 – 1200

1200 – 1330
1330 – 1500
1500 –1520
1520 –1645
1645 – 1700

Maple leaf room

Registration and Networking Breakfast
Opening and Welcome by CPN-PREV and STUDENTS COMMISION
Break
Activity 1
What are the root causes of violent radicalization? (what
we heard, what we learned during the two first days of
the conference)
Lunch
Activity 2a
Modeling of voice, place & power; Different perspectives
of privilege.
Break
Activity 2b
Compare the work with others/ finalizing with solutions
Closing of the day by CPN-PREV and STUDENTS COMMISSION

Day 4

Maple leaf room

0900 – 0915

Opening and Welcome by CPN-PREV and STUDENTS COMMISION

0915 – 1030

Activity 3a
Reflect on solutions to root causes of violent
radicalization
Break

1030 – 1050
1050 – 1200
1200 – 1330
1330 –1500
1500 –1520
1520 –1600
1600 – 1630

Day 4

Activity 3b
Generate ideas on actions/projects to prevention or
interventions
Lunch
Activity 4
Present to each other in a looser more informal way as
to close up the conference and experience
Break
Activity 5
Return on the two-days by CPN-PREV and SCC
Closing of the day by CPN-PREV

Speakers

Amarnath Amarasingam is a Senior Research Fellow at the Institute for Strategic
Dialogue, and co-directs a study of Western foreign fighters based at the University of
Waterloo. He is the author of Pain, Pride, and Politics: Sri Lankan Tamil Activism in
Canada (2015). His research interests are in radicalization, terrorism, diaspora politics,
post-war reconstruction, and the sociology of religion. He is the editor of Sri Lanka: The
Struggle for Peace in the Aftermath of War (2016), The Stewart/Colbert Effect: Essays
on the Real Impacts of Fake News (2011) and Religion and the New Atheism: A Critical
Appraisal (2010).

Caitlin Ambrozik received her Ph.D. from Cornell University in the Government
Department in May 2018. Her current book project focuses on the implementation of
CVE programs and public opinion surrounding these programs in the United States and
United Kingdom. Her broader research interests include a focus on terrorism studies,
Middle East studies, and research methodologies. Her research has been funded by the
National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism, the Tobin
Project, Mario Einaudi Center for International Studies at Cornell University, and the
Cornell University Department of Government. She is also a Junior Research Affiliate
with the Canadian Network for Terrorism Security and Society. Starting in the spring
2019, she will be an Adjunct Professor for the Security Policy Studies Program, Elliott
School of International Affairs, George Washington University.

Élise Bourgeois-Guérin in a clinical psychologist. Her research interests are on violence
(genocide, war, terrorism), marginality (psychosis, homelessness) and intercultural
psychology (asylum seekers, refugees). Her work as a postdoctoral fellow
(SHERPA/McGill University) focuses on the prevention of violent radicalization thought
art-based projects.

Bo-Joe Brans is presently the Coordinator for the Prevention of Violent Extremism (PVE)
at the United Nations in Tunisia. He coordinates - from the office of the UN Resident
Coordinator - the development of a UN Joint Programme for PVE for 7 UN agencies
(UNDP, OHCHR, UNODC, UNESCO, UNFPA, UNWOMEN and UNICEF). He holds this position
since the summer. The past three years he has worked for the National Coordinator of
Counter-terrorism of the Netherlands, for which he managed two national programmes
for P/CVE, for education and strategic communication. Before this, Bo-Joe has worked
as policy advisor for education and youth related programmes for UNICEF, the European
Commission (DEVCO-EuropeAid) and the Dutch Ministry of Education and Culture. He
holds a MSc in International Relations and in International Development Studies (cum
laude) from the University of Amsterdam.

Sandra Bucerius is an urban ethnographer and an associate professor in the department
of Sociology at the University of Alberta. Sandra is interested in investigating issues
pertaining to prisons; immigration, integration, and crime; resilience and risk to
radicalization and terrorism; neighbourhood re-development and its consequences on
criminal networks and crime; questions of identity; and the efficacy of different types of
community outreach in the context of counter-terrorism and crime prevention. Her work
is attuned to how micro-level interactions are influenced, shaped, and often hindered by
macro-level forces. In addition to contributing to scholarly debates, she is also driven
by a desire to inform effective, legally responsible, and socially engaged crimeprevention and counter-terrorism policies and programs.

Joana Cook is a Teaching Fellow in the Department of War Studies, and a Senior
Research Fellow at ICSR. Her PhD examined women in relation to post-9/11 U.S.
counterterrorism responses in Yemen and the wider MENA region. Her research more
broadly focuses on women in violent extremism, countering violent extremism, and
counter-terrorism practices in Yemen and the wider MENA region. Joana is also a
Research Affiliate with the Canadian Network for Research on Terrorism, Security and
Society (TSAS). She has previously worked with Public Safety Canada’s Research
Affiliate Program (Kanishka); as Editor-in-Chief of Strife based out of the Department;
and as a journalist in Canada and southern Africa.

Lorne Dawson is a Professor in the Departments of Sociology and Legal Studies, and
Religious Studies, at the University of Waterloo. Most of his research was in the
sociology of religion, but work on why some religions become violent led to research on
the process of radicalization leading to terrorism. He is the Project Director of the
Canadian Network for Research on Terrorism, Security and Society (TSAS). In recent
years his research has focused on Western foreign fighters in Syria and Iraq, the
development of a social ecology model of the process of radicalization leading to
violence, and a critique of how scholars have analysed the role of religiosity in
motivating jihadist terrorism.

Étienne Duclos-Murphy is an independent visual artist from Montreal. He is mainly
working in the local music community, in association with Makeway studios. Etienne has
different social and artistic interests that led him to study psychology, sociology and
script writing at UQAM.

Benjamin Ducol is currently research manager at the Centre for the Prevention of
Radicalization Leading to Violence (CPRLV). He holds a PhD in Political Science from
Laval University and is a research associate at the International Centre for Comparative
Criminology (CICC) at the Université de Montreal. His scholarly interests focus on the
study of terrorism and political violence phenomena as well as prevention policies. He is
particularly interested in the sociology of terrorism and the intersections between
violent radicalization, radical subcultures and the contemporary new media ecology. His
fields of expertise include militant jihadist radicalism, radicalization processes in the
digital age, and PVE/CVE policy and practices.

Michael Duffin is a policy advisor in the Office of Countering Violent Extremism at the
State Department’s Bureau of Counterterrorism. He is a 2013 graduate of USC’s Master
of Public Diplomacy program, and he holds advanced degrees in journalism from
Northwestern University and in international public policy from Johns Hopkins
University.

David Eisenman is a professor in the David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA and in the
UCLA Fielding School of Public Health where he directs the Center for Public Health
and Disasters. Eisenman’s research focuses on improving community resilience to
disasters, understanding the correlates and social distribution of resilience among
different groups, and the health effects of disasters and trauma. Recent studies include
a randomized control trial of community resilience building, social and infrastructure
factors influencing heat wave mortality, and implementing evidence-based practices for
disaster planning in government agencies. His research is funded by the NIH, NSF, CDC,
NIJ and Department of Homeland Security.

Jan Fox is the executive director of REACH Edmonton Council for Safe Communities
where she leads a team of professionals dedicated to making Edmonton a safer
community. REACH is a coordinating council that works closely with social agencies,
businesses and citizens to invest in the community of Edmonton to make the city an even
safer place to live, work and play. She attended the University of Saskatchewan and
earned a Bachelor of Arts Degree Honours with a major in Psychology and English.

Daveed Gartenstein-Ross is an American counter-terrorism scholar and analyst. In 2014
he became the CEO of Valens Global, a private company that consults on counterterrorism, Al-Qaeda, ISIS, ISIL, other insurgent groups and violent non-state actors. In
addition to his role at Valens Global, Mr. Gartenstein-Ross is the Senior Fellow at the
Foundation for Defense of Democracies, a Washington-based think tank. He frequently
consults on counter-terrorism for various government agencies as well as the private
sector. As a practitioner, some of Gartenstein-Ross’s recent projects have included
serving as an EU-appointed Strategic Communication Expert working to counter Boko
Haram’s messaging in Nigeria; working on live hostage negotiations as an advisor to the
lead negotiation team on the militant group that was holding captives; mapping the online
counter-ISIS narrative space for Google as it designed a pilot project to divert users
who may be susceptible to the group’s propaganda; and leading strategic simulations for
both U.S. government and academic clients exploring the competition between VNSAs and
state actors.

Phil Gurski is President of Borealis Threat and Risk Consulting. He was a senior
strategic analyst at CSIS from 2001 to 2013, specializing in violent extremism inspired by
Al-Qaeda / Islamic State and radicalization. From 1983 to 2001, he worked as a Senior
Multilingual Analyst at the Communications Security Establishment (CST), specializing in
the Middle East. He was also a Senior Special Advisor in the National Security Branch at
the Ministry of Public Safety from 2013 until he left the Public Service in May 2015, and
worked as a consultant with the Provincial Police Anti-Terrorist Section. Ontario (PATS)
in 2015. He is a Visiting Professor at the International Center for Counter Terrorism
(ICCT) in the Netherlands and a Fellow at the Norman Paterson School of International
Affairs (NPSIA), Carleton University.

Shandon Harris-Hogan is an Australian CVE consultant with experience working for both
university and government organisations. Formerly a Researcher at the Global Terrorism
Research Centre (Monash University) and a graduate of Monash University’s Masters of
International Relations program, Shandon is currently an Adjunct Fellow at Victoria
University. Shandon’s research focuses on understanding violent extremism and
analysing the structure of terrorist networks. This work has been published in a number
of leading academic journals including Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, Terrorism and
Political Violence and Behavioural Sciences of Terrorism and Political Aggression.
Shandon’s applied research focuses on helping to facilitate disengagement from violent
extremism through the design, implementation and evaluation of CVE programs and policy.
Since 2010 he has been involved with a dozen Counter-Terrorism and CVE applied research
grants with partner agencies including the Australian Federal Police, Victoria Police, the
Federal Attorney-General’s Department and the Australia New Zealand CounterTerrorism Committee.

Ghayda Hassan is a clinical psychologist and professor of clinical psychology at UQAM
University in Montreal and has several research, clinical, and community based national
and international affiliations. Her systematic reviews, research and clinical activities
are centred around four main areas of clinical cultural psychology : 1) Intervention in
family violence & cultural diversity; 2) Identity, belonging and mental health of children

and adolescents from ethnic/religious minorities; 3) Cohabitation, intercommunity
relations and violent extremism; 4) working with vulnerable immigrants and refugees. She
is the director of the Canada Practitioners Network for the Prevention of
Radicalization and Extremist Violence (CPN-PREV, funded by Public Safety Canada). She
also is a UNESCO co-chair on Prevention of Violence Radicalization, as well as a
researcher and clinical consultant at SHERPA-RAPS team and the CIUSSS-CODIM. She is
a researcher, clinician, as well as a policy consultant in matters of interventions in the
context of violence (radicalization, family violence, and war).

W. Andy Knight is a professor of political science at the University of Alberta and
former director of the Institute of International Relations at the University of West
Indies. He is also former Director of the Institute of International Relations & the
Diplomatic Academy of the Caribbean.

Brett Kubicek joined the Canadian public service in 2005 after completing his PhD in
political science from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and a post-doctoral
fellowship at the Mershon Center for International Security Studies at Ohio State
University, as well as a BA from the University of British Columbia. Currently he is
Manager of Research for the Canada Centre for Community Engagement and Prevention
of Violence, at Public Safety Canada. From 2007 to 2016 he served as Public Safety’s
liaison for the National Justice Statistics Initiative, as well as the lead on the Psychosocial and community resilience community of practice for the Canadian Safety and
Security Program. He was also the manager responsible for Public Safety’s Kanishka
Project, a five-year $10M Government of Canada initiative investing in research on
terrorism and counter-terrorism.

Lauren Manning is 28 years old, former member of the far-right, now a volunteer with
Life and Hate. I began disengaging from hate after 5 years of involvement. I began to hate
the person I had become and realized I was wrong.

Jessica Marin Davis is a former senior strategic CSIS analyst and is founder of Illicit
Financing, a resource providing information and analysis on sanctions evasion, terrorist
and espionage financing, proliferation financing, and other forms of illicit financing.

John McCoy is the executive director of the Organization for the Prevention of Violence
and a Lecturer in the Department of Political Science at the University of Alberta. Dr.
McCoy is an expert in homegrown violent extremism and newcomer integration. He holds
a Master of Strategic Studies from the Centre for Military and Strategic Studies at the
University of Calgary and a Doctor of Philosophy in Political Science from the
University of Alberta. John is the Director of Applied Research with the Organization
for Identity and Cultural Development (OICD). He also lecturers at the University of
Alberta in the Department of Political Science where he leads undergraduate and
graduate courses on terrorism studies and international relations. John has worked as
an international policy consultant for a number of national governments, law
enforcement and international organizations. He has published numerous academic and
government research papers, journal articles and op-eds on the subjects of homegrown
violent extremism, newcomer integration and multiculturalism. He acts as an area expert
in local media interviews and has presented his research findings at leading
international academic and policy conferences.

Alisa Miller is a staff psychologist and research associate at the Refugee Trauma and
Resilience Center at Boston Children's Hospital (BCH), an Assistant in Psychology in the
Department of Psychiatry at BCH and an Instructor in Psychology at Harvard Medical
School. Dr. Miller received her PhD at the University of Boston under the mentorship of
Drs. B. Heidi Ellis and Leslie Brody. She completed postdoctoral training at the National
Center for PTSD's Behavioural Science Division at VA Boston Healthcare System. Her
research interests include the effects of traumatic events, identity development, and
family cohesion/conflict on refugee and immigrant functioning in family and community
settings. Dr. Miller is also interested in health equity among refugee and immigrant
groups through the development and dissemination of culturally appropriate evidence
based practices as well as the overall health and well-being of all youth in our society.

Tanya Narozhna is Associate Professor of global politics at the University of Winnipeg.
Her key research areas include critical security studies, gender and terrorism. Prof. She
was the principal investigator (together with W. Andy Knight) of the SSHRC-funded
project entitled 'Female Suicide Bombers: Transcending Occidentalism'. In 2013, Prof.
Narozhna organized an international workshop "Female Suicide Bombings: Challenges
and Responses," featuring some of the lead academics specializing in the issue of female
terrorism. She is the author of Female Suicide Bombings: A Critical Gender Approach
(with W. Andy Knight) published by the University of Toronto Press in 2016.

Michael Opondo has five years of highly specialized professional experience in the fields
of CT/PVE grassroots-focused programming and outreach. He has occupied multiple
leadership roles that have advanced bottom-up CT/PVE strategies in several Southern
geographical contexts. Much of this work has involved providing support and expertise
for the comprehensive development and implementation of mission-critical CT/PVE
projects targeting the global south, research and mapping exercises to identify and/or
review CT/PVE best practices for the national government, regional bodies,
international organizations and foreign government missions. He has co-led and/or coauthored reports, analytical papers and background notes towards the 'Civic Society
engagement with the UN Office of Counter-Terrorism', the UNSC 2250 Progress study,
the National CVE Strategy (Kenya), the Global Counter Terrorism Strategy
implementation (through the Global Counter-Terrorism Forum), and towards the set-up
of the IGAD Center of Excellence on P/CVE.

Franziska Praxl-Tabuchi is a Programs Associate for the Global Center. She conducts
research and contributes to the Global Center’s programs on countering violent
extremism. She is also the NGO coordinator for the Prevention Project which works with
government and non-governmental actors around the globe, providing practical guidance
on overcoming the challenges confronting P/CVE efforts and developing and
implementing community-focused solutions to prevent the spread of violent extremism.
Previously she worked for the Department of Peacekeeping Operations at the United
Nations and the New York City Council. She holds an MA in Transnational Security from
New York University, specializing in counterterrorism and countering violent extremism,
and a BA in Social and Cultural Anthropology from Freie Universität Berlin.

Jihan Rabah is currently Chair for the Doctoral Student Committee on the Social
Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC) Partnership Project at
the Centre for the Study of Learning and Performance and a researcher and analyst at
eConcordia/KnowledgeOne Inc. She has completed her PhD in Educational Technology
at Concordia University. Her postdoctoral fellowship consists of an interdisciplinary,
multi-method program of research to develop, implement, and evaluate innovative
instructional practices offered by Concordia University and KnowledgeOne Inc., an

international online learning provider for post-secondary and corporate institutions. It
helps develop enhanced curricula and rigorously tested procedures for evaluating,
analyzing, and benchmarking their innovative online and blended instructional programs
against empirically validated standards. Dr. Rabah is interested in the theoretical as
well as the practical processes impacting on the development of educational curricula,
specifically gendered citizenships and the integration of computer technologies therein.
Over the years, she has accumulated considerable international experience working in
the educational field in Lebanon, Dubai and Canada, which gives her an insight into the
workings of the learning system across various contexts.

Ryan Scrivens is a Horizon Postdoctoral Fellow at Concordia University, working with
Project SOMEONE to build resilience against hatred and radicalization leading to
violent extremism, both on- and offline. Ryan is also a Research Associate at the
International CyberCrime Research Centre at Simon Fraser University, Visiting
Researcher at the VOX-Pol Network of Excellence, and the Associate Theses Research
Editor of Perspectives on Terrorism. His primary research interests include: right-wing
extremism, hate/bias crime, countering violent extremism, and research methods and
methodology. Ryan has been studying right-wing extremism for the past six years and was
co-author of a three-year study - funded by Public Safety Canada - on the right-wing
extremist movement in Canada, which involved interviews with Canadian law enforcement,
community activists, and right-wing activists.

Peter Smyth has been a social worker with Edmonton and Area Child and Family Services
(Region 6), for over 24 years, and is currently the Specialist for High Risk Youth
Services. Much of his past 18 years of work has been focused on youth, including the
development of a practice framework and philosophy incorporating progressive, nontraditional, and anti-oppressive intervention methods to better meet the needs of this
very challenging population. He has written about issues confronting youth, and he
provides consultation, training and workshops on engaging and working with youth. He
helped found the Old Strathcona Youth Society in 1998, and remains involved to date.

Supt. Stacey Talbot is a member of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police Service with over
30 year’s experience. Her current role is that of Officer in Charge of Alberta’s
Integrated National Security Enforcement Teams. With teams in Edmonton and Calgary,
she has direct oversight and responsibility of all National Security investigations
stemming from or within the province of Alberta. She spent over half her career
involved in homicide and major crime investigations. She has a speciality in judicial
authorizations such as wiretap applications. In a previous role, she was the Operations
Officer for Serious Crimes Branch, which included units such as Homicide, Behavioral
Science (Threat Assessment), Missing Persons, General Investigations (Robbery &amp; Sex
Assault), Interview Assistance Team and Polygraph. She is a certified Critical Incident
Commander, and continues on a rotational basis to respond to high-risk situations
requiring both a tactical and negotiated response, such as hostage takings, armed and
barricaded persons and the execution of high risk search warrants.

Yannick Veilleux-Lepage is a Senior Researcher in the Transcultural Conflict and
Violence Initiative at Georgia State University, where he works on Department of Defence
funded projects analyzing online extremist discourse and the media products produced
by extremist groups in the MENA region. Yannick’s research interests include the
creation of online narratives and propaganda, which fosters or normalises terrorism;
historical antecedents to terrorism; far-right extremism and the transnational links of
far-right groups; ideological and technical diffusion, and the application of
evolutionary theory to social sciences. His doctoral research, which explained the

process by which new techniques of political contention appear, transform, spread, and
disappear, drawing on insights from evolutionary theory, will be the subject of an
upcoming book, titled How Terror Evolves: The Emergence and Spread of Terrorist
Techniques, which will be published by Rowman and Littlefield International in May.

Bruce White was brought up in Nigeria, New Orleans, London and Mississippi, and has
lived and worked in Japan, Italy, Canada, the UK and Malta. He holds degrees in Human
Sciences and Social Anthropology from Durham University (BA, MA) and Oxford Brookes
University (PhD). He has developed undergraduate, graduate and professional courses in
conflict and identity studies, applied anthropology and executive education and has
taught at Durham University, Oxford Brookes University, Oxford University, Kyoto
University and Doshisha University, Kyoto. He is an Honorary Research Fellow at
University College London (UCL), and Professor and Dean of the Institute for the
Liberal Arts (ILA) at Doshisha University, Kyoto.

Fabian Wichmann works for the ZDK Society Democratic Culture in Berlin. There he gives
exit support as a member of the EXIT Germany team and is responsible for social media
management. He is also the author of several publications and studies on the topics of
right-wing extremism and threats to democracy and the initiator of the award-winning
initiatives right against law and # hate help
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